MEETING CALENDAR ;

“For the most recent infarmation
on the following public-meetings
_arid-others that may have been
“scheduled after TRANSREPORT went
‘te press, go to www boston
mpo.org or call (617} 973-7119.

AT THE STATE

TRANSPORTATION

"BUILDING, 10 PARK

PLAZA, BOSTON

._J'uf!e 7 (Thursday}

Beston Region MPO Administration
" and Finance Subcommittee. MPO

Conference Room, Suite 2150.
G:15 am

Boston Regicn MPO Transportation

- Planning and Programming
Committee, Conference Room 4.
10:00 am

" Boston Region MPO Unified Plan-

- ning Work Program Subcommittes.
MPO Conference Room, Suite
2150. 1:00 sm

June 13 (Wednesday)

Boston Region MPO Public Parti-
cipation Plan Focus Group.” MPO
Conference Room, Sujte 215G,
Noon—1:30 s»

Regional Transportation Advisory
Council. Conference Room 4.
300 pe

dune <4 {Thursday}

Boston Region MPG Unified Plan-
fing Work Program Subcommittes.
MPO Conference Room, Sufte
2150, 1:00 e

June 27 Jﬁgrségy}

fendnr continued o p. £

Highwa
Beggms %

The MPO is currently devel-
oping both an amendment
to the federal fiscal vear
(FFY) 2007 highway element
of the Trapsportation
Improvement Program {1T1P)
and the draft FFY's
2008-2011 TIE

Development of both of

these documents will be an
agenda item at June meet-

MPO Amends 2007
Program and
008— 2011 TIP

ings of the Transportation

Planning and Programming

Committee. Please see the
calendar for meeting dates

and times.

H vou have any questions
about TIP development.
please contact Haves
Morrison, TIP Manager, at
(617) 475-7129 or by e-mail
at havesm@cips.org.

Green Line Stations
Upgraded to Improve

Accessibility

MINI-HIGH PLATFORM
INSTALLED AT
CLEVELAND CIRCLE

The MBTA opened a new 3-
foot-high, 76-foot-long ele-
vated platform on the out-
bound side of the Cleveland
Circle Green Line station on
Mav 2. The “mini-high” plat-
form is the eighth such
srructure that the MBTA has
built since February 2006 w©
improve access o Green
Line trollevs iy the eideriy

sle with disabilities.

i1 Line s

PROINGTE

The Gre

accessible than evey 10 peo-

ple with disabilities] said

Fesalure,

The project to improve
accessibility on the Green
Line began in the
spring of 2005,
when the MBTA
began evaluating
the feasibility of
building mini-high
platforms at some
of the busiest sur-
face stations.

Mini-high plat-
forms are now
located at the fol-
lowing Green Line

stations: Washing

pon Sireet on the B ¥

Branclhy BU Central

Gnhound) and Cleveland

Civele {puthound)

1 on the O

Fx SR AU o IO -4 L LI
Branch: Brookline Hills,

Cigvetand Gircle Graen Line stalion

Fenway {inbound), and
Newton Cenire {inbound)

& {reen Line cond




Hybrid and Alternative-Fuel
Vehzd es Jump to the Head
of the Line at Logan

MASSPORT AND CITY
OF BOSTON PROVIDE
INCENTIVES FOR
LOW-EMISSION
VEHICLES

Finding a parking spot at

Logan International Alrport
just got easier for drivers of
hybrid a

vehicles as a vesult of pro-

ind alternative-fuel

grams sponsored by the

Massachusetts Port Authoriyy

{Massporty and the City of
Boston that encourage the

use of low-cmission vehicles,

In May Massport dedicated
more than 100 parking
spaces at Logan for the use
of clean-fuel vehicles. Air-
port customers driving
hybrid and alternative-fuel
vehicles now have preferred

" include those

parking ai the alrport’s
Central Parking Garage
{Level 6), Terminal B garage
{Level 4), Terminal E surface
lots, and Economy Lot
Eligible vebicles

that use com-

pressed gatural
gas {UNG)
hvhrid-electric,

hvdrogen fuel
cell, and
ethanoi- 85

DWEY SGUTTUS.

Massvort also

Hybrid taxi

worked closely
with Boston mavor Thomas
Menino and the city’s
Hackney Division to offer
head-of-line privileges 1o

cean-fuel Boston taxis at the

airport’s taxi queue. in the

past, taxis waited an average
of 30 to 60 minutes before
being dispatched to the air-
port terminals.

Building on the City of

Boston's CleanAir Cabs pro-
gram, which has pur a dozen
hybrid taxis on the city’s
streefs since last autumn,

® [ ogan cont. on P, 4

Downeaster Ridership Up, Service

Enhancements Underway

EVENING RUN ADDED
BETWEEN BOSTON AND
PORTLAND

After five vears in operation,
Amirak’s Downeaster pas-
senger rail service is proving
to be an increasingly atirac-
tive means for traveling on

the Boston-to-Pordand corri-

dor Ridership on the line
grew 32 percent during the
last fiscal vearn the largest
percemage increase in the
Aontrak sy

siem. sald Pawicie

Cruinn, Executive Direcior of

the Northern New England

-nger Rail Authori H}-

RTINS —

styak and host rallvoads

Pan Am Ratlways and the
MBTA —that make the run-
ning of the Downeuster pos-

" sible.

A more travelens choose the

train over diving on the high-

FINE has e
§

abowration with bus services

helping to complete the overali
service package.

The Downeaster currently
makes four dail ¥ round-tips,
which stop at B()&if:)n, Wobum,
and Haverhill in Massachusetts;
Fxeter. Durhaom, and Doverin
New Hampshire: and Wells,
Saco, Ofd Oschand Beach, and
Portiand in Maine,

Approximately 74 percent of
people who tavel on the

Diowneaster are visis 1o

ahour ome-thind of

he Iravelers are Comumnens.

according to Quinmn.

fo tap inte 2 loper morket,

Colendar cont. from p. 1

June 21 (Thursday)

Boston Region MPO Transportation
Planning and Programming
Committee. Conference Room 4.
10:00 s

Massachusetts Bicycle and
Pedesirian Advisory Board.
Executive Office of Transpor-
tation and Public Works
Conference Room 1, Suite 3170.
1:00 1

June 258 (Monday}

MBTA Rider Oversight Committee.
Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3.
430 e

June 2? {Wednesday}

Access Advisory Committee to the
MBTA: Lonference Room L.
5130-8:00 p1e

AT OTHER BOSTON
AREA LOCATIONS

Monday, June 11

Boston Region MPG Public
Participation Plan Focus Group.”
Boston Public Library, Mezzanine
Conference Room, 700 Boyiston
Street, Boston. 6:30--7:30 ewm

June 13 {Wednesday)

Boston Region MPO Walkable
Community Workshop. 174
Broadway, Suite 112, Somerville.
4:00—6:00 pr

Boston Region MPC Public
Participation Plan Focus Group.”
Thayer Public Library, 7989
Washington Street, Brainiree.
6:00-7:30 pw

MBTA Program for Mass Transpor-
tation Workshop. Beebe Public
Library, 345 Main Street,
Wakefieid. 6:00-8:00 pu

June 14 (Thursday)

MBTA Program for Mass Transpor-
tation Warkshop. Boston Public
Library, Duidley Branch, 65 Warren
Street, Roxbury. 5:30-7:30 pu
Juné 19 (Tuesday)

MBTA Program for Mass Transpos-
tation Workshop. Cambridze
Senior Center, 806 Massachusetts
Avenue, Combridge. 6:00-8:00 pm

June 21 (Thursday)

MBTA Program for Mass Transpor-
tation Workshop. Newton City
Hali, War Memorial Auditorium,
1000 Commonwealth Avenue,
Mewton. 5:30-7:30 sm

*See the insert in this issue for
details on how to register for a
focus group,



-.____Bikes on the T’ Program
Cyclist Access to Transit

Improves

~ BIKE RACKS TO BE
“INSTALLED ON ONE

“THIRD OF MBTA BUS
FLEET

As National Bike Week got
underway the week of May
14 and many Boston area
commuters left their cars at
home and peddled o work,
the MBTA announced
improvements to the transit
systern that are making it
easier for bicyclists to acoess
public transportation.
Through its Bikes on the T
program, the MBTA 15
equipping 35 percent of the
MBTA bus fleet with bicvcle
racks as part of a phased
effort with the ultimate goal

fac gan ENOIMOLS LIans-
portation funding gap, said Paul
cgan; Executive Director of
_ BT% Advisory Board,
mber and member of
ian gmiamm Fimance
mn at the Council's
o Tn a discussion
_mi che report Transpor yigion
. iy
Rystem, Regn

dassachusetis

£ over the next

of fullv outfitting the entire
T bus {leet with racks. In
addition, the MBTA 18 part-
nering with the Metropoditan
Area Planning Council
(MAPC) and Livable Streets
Alliance 1o install additional
bicvcle racks at various sub-
way and commuier rail sta-

{ions.

Cvelists can currently take
their bicveles on 125 buses
that travel on 19 routes in
the following communitics:
Aliston, Ardington, Bedford,
Belmont Boston, Brighton,
Burlington, Cambridge.
Charlestown, Chelsea, Ever-
etr, Lexington, Malden,
Medford. Revere, Somerville,

_ "90 vears, financial résotnces il
: :fali somewhere between $15 and
~ %19 billion x.hort of the basic

‘needs of ransportation mainte-

" narnice and state of good repair

throughout the state’s trans-
portation network. The Con-
nission has been presenting its
findings to the public and asking
for ideas on how o bridge the
funding gap.

Joe Cosgove, of the MBIA.

surnmavized the proposed TiF
transit amendiment and adjust-
ment that 2
oy by the N
above mmder MPO Action

ave under considers-

AP, (See detai

Waltham.
Watertown,
Winchester, and
Woburn.

This summern.
another 205 buses
will be outfiued

with racks. These

buses will run on 41 MBTA program adds bicycle vacks fo buses. Left to

routes and will add
Beverly, Danvers.
Lexington, Marble-
head, Nahant,
Newton, Peabody,
Salern, and Swampscott 1o

Bru

the communities served, All
of the new buses that the
MBTA will purchase in the
future will come equipped
with yacks.

ACCESS ADVISORY -
COMMITTEE TO THE -
MBTA (AACT) UPDATE
At its May 23 meeting AACT
members elected Ben Haynes
as Chair and Philip Beaulieu

as Vice Chair for the 2007 to -

2000 rerm. Don Summer-
field, Frank Taverna
James Oliver were elected o

1, and

the Executive Board.

The Office for Transporia-
tion Access (OTA) announced
that monitors have been rid-
ing MBTA buses to deter-

ADA
sy caliing out

mine compiiance with

z

reQUIremenis i

right: David Loputzenheis
Fransit Advisery Commitie
nsberger and Eugene (O ﬂrﬂimf\ Diavid Watson,
MewBile: MRTA Genevad Manager Danisl A,

Crabaushas: Loy
Bavbarg Lucas, Mebropoliton Aree Plamving Couneil.

: -'stopa Iﬁ Aprﬂ 107
Lowere momtored and 82 per

Chair, MBTA Bikes and
: State Reps. Witliam N

Slotnick, Livable Streets Alliance;

The MBTA is also Increas-
ing bicvele parking at sub-

way and commuter rail sta-
tions. Over the next six

® Bikes cont. on p. 4

{rlpb

cent were found to be in

: comphanee

OTA staff are contmumcf 0
visit senior centers to regls-
ter MBTA customers for th
Séniorf"_f AP/ Blind Access
CharlieCards. A schedule o!
upcoming outreach events
can be found at www.mbia

com or by calling the O

Back Bay office at (8300) B

K287 fypice) or (B17) 229-



How should the MPO go about exchanging ideas and
information on transportation planning for the Boston region?

The MPO s revising s existing public porticinetion program to make sure if reflects current and best practices
and fo make it consistent with requirements of the federal government's Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEALU}.

Please fake this short survey and refurn if fo the PO to tell us about your preferences and the methods you would
fike o use as avenves for involvement in fransportation plonning ond progremming in he Boston region.

How would you like to be kept informed of the MPQ's planning and programming activities? (Cirdle any that eppy.)

Printed newsletter Becironic fyer Rsetings end workshops Other {please explain}

Printed news Hectronit sewsietier E-mall B3 sarve noties
pupet

How could the MPO do o betier job of providing information?
s

How would you most like fo get your input and views through to the MPO?
('

What methods and media would you most like 1o use to communicate with the MPO?
{Please rank in order of preference, with “1” representing your firsi choice.]

Surveys and comment

A Surveys on the In person ul meatings
forms in printed °¥ - O B g Other {please explnin)
Hewspupers MPO's Wek site und workshops
Surveys in elecironic Camment forms on the Lobrar l
O newsletters ED's Web site O By ettes

Whet would moke porticinotion in regional transporiation plonning more convenient and inferesting for you?
£




Several smallgroup discussions will be held o find out more about  Focus groups will e held
yous views on these quesfions, and you are invited o parficipate. 97 the following dafes.

o~

Sescions aia accessible for persons with disabilities and can be reacnsd
' : june 11— 6:0010 7:30 PM

S Mezzanine Conference Room
will be present, if ovailoble. To sign up for o focus group, interested  of the Boston Public Librory
. 3 . N O vletnn St
narfies should contoc Pam Wolfe, of 617.973.7141 or nemwalfe@cips.org. /00 Boision Sie
Copley Squore
Boston

by public frensportation. Spanish ond sign longuage (ASL) inferpreters

Particination in facus gmu;}s is open fo the public, but cdvonce registration is

squesied. Mermbers of the public wishing only fo
Y 7
listen 1o fhe discussions e clso welcome.  JUne 13~ Noon o 1:30 P
1P Conference Room, Suite 7150
10 Park Plaze
Boston

Al ore invited 1o s
to Barnard Cohen, Secretary of Transporfation and Public

Works, by contucting the MPD af the nddresses ond numbers

=

isted below, Comments oie due by 5:00 PM on Jung 20, 2007, lune 13~ 6:00 10 7:30 PM
Thayer Public Library
Copies o the draft Public Porticpation Program may be 7989 Washingfon Street

Broiniree
ohiained ot wyww.hestonmpo.oig of by (ontacting fhe C

Troasportation Flonning Stoff ot 10 Park Ploze, Suite 5715
Bosion 02116-3968: voice 617.973.7100, T1Y @i?.??B.?uU‘};

5 or emall sublidnformation@ls,

r&uQSSﬁJiE 3 TS pie m {}Si% du{)ﬁ YE”LSV
NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY IF
MAILED IN THE
STATE
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL UNITED STATES
FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 2521 BOSTON, MA
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE E—
I
CENTRAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING STAFF A
]

10 PARK PZ STE 2150
BOSTON MA 02116-9776
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Rail Service Increasing

& Downeaster cond. from b 2

be added. The evening run will
better serve tourists from Boston
and points south who spend the
day in Portland and those from
Portiand and points north who
wish to attend sporting or other
events in Boston in the even-
ings. Bus service is currently
being offered during this time
stot.

NNEPRA has been working
with two s companies,
Concord Trailways and C &
Trailways, to coondinate bus
schedules with train schedules
and to offer passengers a
FlexPass, which can be used on
either the rain or bus,

As part of a 56 million capacity
improvement program, an effort
is alse underway 1o reduce the
train's travel time between
Boston and Portland to make
the train more competitive with
automobile travel.

There is interest in Maine for
extending the service 1o
Brunswick, Maine. In Mach a
%40 million bond proposal for
infrastuciure Improvements on
the line was presented in the
Maine state legislature, bt it
was not included in the final
horrowing package signed by
Crovernor Baldaced in April,

Fasier Access on the Green Line

& Green Line cont. from . ]

on the D Branch: and
Museum (outhound} on the
£ Branch, A mini-high plat-
form will be built at the St
Mary's Street stop in late
2007,

The MBTA'S recent acquisition
of 85 low-floor cars fiom the

Teabian manufactuwer Breda is
also Bnproving Lo accessibility
on the B, C, and E branches.
Each tiain set on those branches
has at feast one new Breds can
which allows passengers 1o
bxoaned from maised plaionms
using an on-bowrd rammys, with-
o stepping up ot down,

Boston Region Metropotitan Planning Organization

State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116

costs of new hyvbrid and

Eco-Friendly
Drivers
Welcome

at Logan

# Logan cont. from p. 2
Maver Menine announced a
new $25,000 grant o
increase participation in the
program and to offset the

alternative-fuel taxis. The
grant recipient was 1CLEI-
Local Governments for
Sustainability, an association
of government organizations
committed to sustainable
development.

Bicycles on
the MBTA

& Bikes cond. from p. 3
months, a;)proxima{eh-’ Th 1o
100 racks will be installed at
varicus locations. New racks
were recently placed at
Sullivan Square Station, -

The Bikes on the T program
was developed by the MBTA
in conjunction with the
MBTAs Bikes and Transit
Advisory Committee, which
is chaired by David Louzen-
heiser, and MassBike, MAPC,
and Livable Streets Atliance.
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